\N{ N NE RS'
Boats of
\the Year

Stacey Collins sails
the new Passport Vista

" 515 off Annapolis,
" Maryland

Canada $5:99

8 S
I ‘ 01 J

— olliZ4g20logsselll




GOURTESY OF KIRIACOULIS MEDITERRANEAN

Cruising World's

CHARTERING

NEWS AND NOTES ON SAILING-VACATION OPPORTUNITIES

Malta Is the New Charter Destination

IRIACOULIS MEDITERRANEAN 1S OPENING A SMALL
base in April 2007 on the island of Malta, one
of Europe’s smallest countries. Less than 80
miles south of Sicily, Malta is part of an archi-
pelago of seven islands situated in the central
Mediterranean Sea. The area enjoys mild winters, hot sum-
mers, and moderate breezes and has an indented coastline with
many good harbors, making it an ideal chartering destination.
The new base is in the Grand Harbour Marina, near the
walled capital of Valletta, a United Nations-designated
World Heritage city. Valletta is also a good departure point for
exploring the rest of the historically and architecturally rich is-
land as well as the neighboring islands of Gozo and Comino.

company, which has been in business in Turkey since 1979. For
details, consult the Mericyacht website (www.mericyacht.com).

Website Adds Boats and Locations

BoatRenting.com, a New York-based company with a website
featuring online bookings of discounted short-term boat
rentals, has added two spots in the Bahamas and five more lo-
cations to its rental fleet in the United States,

Boat-rental locations list their available boats free on the
BoatRenting.com website and pay a small commission to the
company on bookings. The new service allows each place to
self-update boat listings online at any time. Boat-rental loca-
tions now include Adams Marina, in Winnisquam, New

The charter company plans
to make three monohulls,
ranging from 38 to 46 feet,
available throughout the
chartering season, which runs
from April to the end of No-
vember. The entire chartering
area of the three islands is
about 30 miles from north to
south and about 10 miles
from east to west. Malta,
Gozo, and Comino offer
many anchorages, including
fishing villages full of colorful
luzzu boats, the traditional
fishing vessel of the Maltese
islands, For details, contact
Kiriacoulis Mediterranean
(800-714-3411, www.
kiriacoulis.com).

More from the Med
Mericyacht offers charters
along the coast of Turkey and
the Greek islands aboard both
gulets, the region’s traditional-
ly built wooden sailboats, and

bareboats. Custom-themed
charters related to ecotourism,
diving, or the wishes of clients
are also available from the
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“Charter companies” listed maintain fleets of bareboats and report that they main-
tain chase boats/personnel, carry liabllity insurance, return security deposits In 10
working days, deliver the boat contracted {or same size, type, age, condition, or bet-

ter), supply MOB gear, and offer pre-charter bricfings. "Brokers” are not affiliated with
amy charter company; they book private or company- owned boats, crewed or bare-
boat. C = Crewed B = Bareboat

Hampshire; Captain Bill’s
Rentals, in Warwick, Rhode
Island; Saugerties Marina
Boat Rentals, in Saugerties,
New York; Monmouth Cove
Marina Port, in Monmouth,
New Jersey; Windward Sail-
ing School, in Fernandina
Beach, Florida; Sea Horse
Boat Rentals, at the Abaco
Beach Resort on Abaco Is-
land, in the Bahamas; and
Yachts Et, on Bimini Bay in
the Bahamas’ Bimini Islands.
For more information, visit
BoatRenting.com (www.
boatrenting.com).

Correction
In “Abaco Islands Offer Best
of the Bahamas” (Chartering
News, November 2006), the
founding of the charter com-
pany Sail Abaco was incor-
rectly attributed to Peter
Michie. Mike Houghton is
the entrepreneur who started
the company, which is locat-
ed in Hope Town, on Elbow
Cay in the Bahamas.
BElaine Lembo
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